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An Inventive Shed Man
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John Anderson
(20 March 1885 – 1967)

Jane Elizabeth Miller
(1886 – 26 December 1952)

Jane Lucy [Jean] 
Dannatt 

(20 September 1933)

Joan Eveline Dannatt
(8 May 1936)

June Patricia [Pat] Dannatt
(14 December 1937)

Ellen Elizabeth Dannatt
(29 August 1939)

Daisy Pauline Dannatt

Roderick Dannatt
(7 September 1947)

Jane Lindsay Dannatt  
(5 April 1907 –  

4 November 1988)

Roderick [Dick] Dannatt
(5 July 1909 –18 June 1987)

Elizabeth Stevenson Anderson
(20 May 1909 – 10 October 1979)

Noel Charlton Dannatt 
(19 February 1912 – ?)

John Anderson 
(?1915)

Daisy Miller Anderson 
(?1923)

Dannatt family tree

William [Bill] Dannatt
(1869 – 21 May 1943)

Catherine Dannatt 
(15 March 1896 –  

9 August 1970)

Don Dannatt 
(25 October 1897 –  

20 September 
1968)

George Arthur Dannatt  
(19 January 1900 –  

25 July 1900)

George Leichhardt Dannatt 
(4 August 1901 – 3 April 1925)

Richard Alexander  Dannatt
(22 May 1903 – 10 May 1989)

Adam Dannatt  
(24 June 1905 – 
26 January 1935)

Lucy Harriett Wakenshaw
(7 June 1874 – 12 February 1950)
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John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army in 

January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought Germany would want to take this strategic port on Africa’s west coast for itself. 

As it turned out they were not attacked, so they had 6 months living in this peaceful area to 

practice driving their Bren gun carriers and other vehicles and perform whatever mock war 

scenarios their commanding officers could come up with. This gave them a fair amount of 

time to look around and appreciate the place they were in. John was sent to Sierra Leone 

as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army in January 1941. They arrived in 

Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it was thought Germany would 

want to take this strategic port on Africa’s west coast for itself. As it turned out they were 

not attacked, so they had 6 months living in this peaceful area to practice driving their Bren 

gun carriers and other vehicles and perform whatever mock war scenarios their commanding 

officers could come up with. 

Early days in Essex
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‘Hyde Hall’, the family home in Essex. ca 1930

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life.

Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and 

person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed 

the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing 

in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he 

collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think 

Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of 

alligator skin with decoration of simple lines 

tooled into the leather. The man who made it, 

worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor 

with very little paraphernalia which impressed 

John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. 

John kept and used that wallet for the rest of 

his life.

                                                                 Later in the war when in the Western Desert 

to avoid possible encounters with snakes which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock 

in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and 

he woke up with a start right into the nose of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army 

in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

Grandad
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John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army in 

January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought Germany would want to take this strategic port on Africa’s west coast for itself. 

As it turned out they were not attacked, so they had 6 months living in this peaceful area to 

practice driving their Bren gun carriers and other vehicles and perform whatever mock war 

scenarios their commanding officers could come up with. This gave them a fair amount of 

time to look around and appreciate the place they were in.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

School Days
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Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army 

in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life.

Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!
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John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life. Later in the war when in the Western Desert to 

avoid possible encounters with snakes which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in 

the Bren gun carrier. One morning he was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he 

woke up with a start right into the nose of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army 

in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life.

Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army 

in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought.
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John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army in 

January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought Germany would want to take this strategic port on Africa’s west coast for itself. 

As it turned out they were not attacked, so they had 6 months living in this peaceful area to 

practice driving their Bren gun carriers and other vehicles and perform whatever mock war 

scenarios their commanding officers could come up with. This gave them a fair amount of 

time to look around and appreciate the place they were in.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

The War years 1939–1945
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John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life.

Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone as part of the 161st Brigade of the Essex Territorial Army 

in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to protect it from attack as it 

was thought Germany would want to take this strategic port on Africa’s west coast for itself. 

As it turned out they were not attacked, so they had 6 months living in this peaceful area to 

practice driving their Bren gun carriers and other vehicles and perform whatever mock war 

scenarios their commanding officers could come up with. This gave them a fair amount of 

time to look around and appreciate the place they were in.
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Later in the war when in the 

Western Desert to avoid possible 

encounters with snakes which 

John always hated, he rigged up a 

hammock in the Bren gun carrier. 

One morning he was woken by a 

curious camel sniffing at him and 

he woke up with a start right into 

the nose of the camel!

John was sent to Sierra Leone 

as part of the 161st Brigade of the 

Essex Territorial Army in January 1941. They arrived in Freetown, their job there was to 

protect it from attack as it was thought Germany would want to take this strategic port on 

Africa’s west coast for itself. As it turned out they were not attacked, so they had 6 months 

living in this peaceful area to practice driving their Bren gun carriers and other vehicles and 

perform whatever mock war scenarios their commanding officers could come up with. This 

gave them a fair amount of time to look around and appreciate the place they were in.

John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. 
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John’s good friend Charlie, a sergeant and person good at picking up languages, was his 

companion in these adventures. John enjoyed the more relaxed lifestyle in Africa and seeing 

women washing clothes and children playing in the waterways gave him an insight into this 

more relaxed culture. Throughout his life he collected and read books about other cultures 

particularly South Sea Islands and I think Sierra Leone was the start of that interest.

John had a wallet beautifully made of alligator skin with decoration of simple lines tooled 

into the leather. The man who made it, worked from a basic hut sitting on the floor with very 

little paraphernalia which impressed John as he appreciated good craftsmanship. John kept 

and used that wallet for the rest of his life.

Later in the war when in the Western Desert to avoid possible encounters with snakes 

which John always hated, he rigged up a hammock in the Bren gun carrier. One morning he 

was woken by a curious camel sniffing at him and he woke up with a start right into the nose 

of the camel!


